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BEACH SUPPORT AREA ( BSA)
LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES
a. Terminal Learning Objective: G ven the applicable

reference material, Commander’s and an OPLAN, conduct Landi ng
Support Operations, per MCW 4-11.3. (0402.03.03)

b. Enabling Learning Objectives.

1. Gven the applicable reference material, commnder’s
gui dance and an  OPLAN, per MCWP  4-11. 3, di rect t he
establishment of a beach support area (BSA) by identifying
t he: (0402.03.03a)

a. Task of the shore party team
2. Gven the applicable reference material, commander’s

gui dance, an OPLAN and a tactical scenario, per MW, 4-11.3,
direct the establishment of a beach support area by:
(0402. 03. 03b)

a. ldentifying the requirenments of a BSA.

b. Devel oping a BSA overl ay.
OUTLI NE:

1. ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE BSA

The CSS beach remains in operation and is the primry
means of support to the landing forces during operations
ashore. Therefore, it nust be organized effectively to
acconplish assigned shore party tasks and effectively unload
both single and m xed categories of equipnent and supplies.
The organi zation of the beach is planned prior to the |anding



of the LFSP commander or designated representatives. After
| andi ng, t he LFSP  conmander may adj ust t he beach’ s
organi zation if required.

Organi zation of the BSA facilitates the receiving and
distributing of supply classes needed during the initial
phases of the |anding. The BSA nust be organized to handle
EPWs, <casualties, helicopters, wheeled vehicles, and | ost
personnel . For rapid unloading, initial supplies and equi pnent
shoul d be vahicle-1oaded, palletized or in packaged lifts and
stowed in assault ships to permt rapid tranfer to anphi bi ous
vehicles, landing craft, trucks or helicopters. This reduces
congestion at the water’s edge and allows for rapid novenent
of supplies inland to using units or separate inland dunps.

Desi gnated Beach A designated beach, represented by a col or,
and is generally the responsibility of a shore party group.
The shore party group headquarters |ands on the designated
beach scheduled to handle the major conbat service support
effort. This beach and the area to its rear are devel oped into
t he BSA.

Nunmbered Beach A nunbered beach is the responsibility of a
shore party team |If the landing force is to land in colums
of battalions, a shore party team is enbarked with each
| eadi ng battalion. The shore party team in support of the BLT
| andi ng abreast assunmes the responsibility for half the basic
col ored beach and supports the |anding of the next columm of
BLTs. This would result in colored beach 1 and col ored beach
2. The shore party group headquarters |ands i mredi ately behind
the first team so that it can coordinate the efforts of both
teamrs when the second team conmes ashore.

Types of unloading points Individual wunloading points are
est abl i shed based on the type of supplies handl ed.

Fuel. During the assault, Class 111, fuels are taken ashore in
bl adders, drums, and refuelers. Also, the use of a ship-to-
shore pipe system nmay be necessary for an alternate or
addi tional fuel point |ocated on the flank of the beach. lt’s
| ocation nmust not interfere w th unloading.

Rat i ons. Rations are unloaded <either by pallets, 1SO
containers or cargo net. Unl oadi ng area nust accommodate
forklifts (MHE).



M scel | aneous Supplies. All classes of supplies except fuel,
rations or ammuntion that are not carried ashore by troops.

Amruni tion. Unl oadi ng point nust be located a safe distance
from the BSA and the fuel unloading point. A speci al
ammunti on supply point will need to be established.

Tracked Vehicl es. Unl oad their cargo at predesignated points
on the beach. Points and access | anes are cleared and marked
by engi neer or m ne clearance personnel.

Wheel ed Vehi cl es. Roadways need to be cleared of mnes,
| evel ed and beach mobility matting (MOVAT) |laid. Vehicles are
parked in an assenbly area until their parent units need them

a. Mari ne Tasks. The Marine conmponent of the shore
party team normally perfornms the tasks found in MCW 4-11. 3,
pg. 2-11

(1) Marking limts of the beach unl oadi ng points.

(2) Designating and marking appropriate landing sites for
hel i copters.

(3) Locating and establishing and nulti-class supply dunps,
i ncl udi ng anphi bi ous assault fuel facilities.

(4) Assisting units in |anding and novi ng across beaches.

(5) Marking and renmoving obstacles in the BSA which are
hazardous to shore party operations.

(6) Construction and maintaining beach l|ateral and exit
roads.

(7) Establishing and operating information centers and
mai ntaining current situation maps to assist units
whi ch have | anded.

(8)Controlling traffic in the BSA.
(9) Mai ntaining conmmunications wth tactical wunits and
tactical -1 ogi stical groups (TaclLog) for control

pur poses.

(10) Establishing |lateral communications between beaches
and helicopter |andi ng zones.



(11) Mar ki ng cont am nat ed portions of t he BSA and
decontam nating those areas that are essential for
use.

(12) Evacuating casualties and eneny prisoners of war
( EPWs) .

(13) Provi di ng energency mai nt enance.

(14) Mai ntai ning continuous records of all |anded units,
equi pment, and supplies.

(15) Coordinating the novenent of anphibious vehicles
carrying supplies, wunloading supplies from beached
| anding craft, ships, and noving these supplies to
i nl and dunps or using units, as required.

(16) Providing personnel to augnment ships’ platoons and
trai ning ships’ platoons.

(17) Providing |ocal security and coordinating the defense
of the BSA.

(18)Initiating, as directed, civil affairs and mlitary
governnment activities in the BSA

(19) Establishing and nmmintaining, as part of the overal
| anding force warning system a system to warn of
air, ground, nuclear, biological, or chem cal attacks
within the BSA

(20) Provi ding graves registration services as directed.
(21) Constructing helicopter landing sites within the BSA.

(22) Loadi ng helicopters with supplies for further delivery
i nl and.

(23) Sel ecti ng, upon the recomendation of the naval
el enment, |ocations of the cause ways and slots or
ramps for the landing of ships and craft and
establishing unloading point markers at those points
for wheel ed vehicles, tracked vehicles, and supplies.

(24) Establish forward armng and refueling points (FARP)
as required.



(25) I nstalling and operating bulk fuel facilities.

2. | NTERNAL ORGANI ZATI ON CONSI DERATI ONS

The shore party team conmander nust review certain
or gani zati onal consi derations when planning and placing
various supply dunps and facilities within the BSA. A careful
review of the following internal organization considerations
will maximze the safety and operational effectiveness of that
shore party unit within the BSA

a. Canpufl age: Supply sections should be located in the
sites that provide the best dispersion, cover and conceal nent,
and availability of existing |lines of communications.

b. Traffic: Internal arrangenent of the BSA must provide
for maximumtraffic circul ation.

C. Supplies: Supplies located within the dunps are
segregated by type or other distinguishing characteristics to
ensure rapid inventory and i ssue.

d. Material Handling Equipnment: Manpower requirenments
are reduced if mechanical equipnment is used to handl e cargo.

e. Class IIl (Fuel)/ Class V (Ammp): Fuel and anmunition
must be dug-in or revetted (use dozers to acconplish this work

rapidly).

f. Fl oodlights/ Firefighting: Floodlight trailers and
fire-fighting equi pnent are |located within the dunp area.

g. Helicopter Landing Zones: HLZs, properly marked and
equi pped with wind direction nmarkers and other essential
control or navigational aids, are established near each supply
dunp, shore party command post, and casualty evacuation point.

3. COMBAT SERVI CE SUPPORT FACI LI TI ES

In addition to the supply dunp facilities located in the
BSA, there are other installations/facilities that are



established by the shore party. A CSS facility is generally
associated with the personnel and equipnent that support a
particul ar class of supply, or operational requirenent that

exists within the BSA. These facilities may include the
fol | owi ng:

a. Anphi bious Assault Fuel System (AAFS). Affords the
landing force the ability to land, store and dispense |arge
vol umes of bulk class Ill (A and (W. This capability is

operated by the bulk fuel personnel of a bulk fuel conpany
from engi neer support battalion. During subsequent operations
ashore bul k fuel personnel fall under the operational contro
of the shore party team group comrander. This capability
includes providing tactical airfield fuel dispensing system
(TAFDS) termnals to the MAW

b. Aviation Support. Support of aviation units | anded
from assault shipping is a responsibility of the of the shore
party. Avi ation technical personnel equipped wth special

cargo handling equipment are attached to the shore party
during the landing and establishment of the BSA.

C. Vehicle Parking and Repair. The |arge nunber of
vehicles |l anded in support of the landing force requires early
establ i shment ashore of a vehicle parking and repair area.

It is established by specialists attached to the shore party
from detachments of the CSSE

d. Troop Assenbly Areas. Reserve units and support
detachnents are quickly nmved off the beach and into
desi gnated assenbly areas to prevent them from disrupting the
activities on the beach. Their occupancy may vary from a few
hours to several days.

e. Water Supply Points. It is desirable to |locate water
supply points within the BSA so that the shore party team can
provi de support. Their establishnents and exact |ocation are

reported to higher headquarters.

f. Casualty Collection Points. During the initia
assault, casualties are evacuated from the beach evacuation
stations w thout delay. These beach evacuation stations (BLT
aid stations) are relieved by shore party evacuation teans,
which are formed from the nedical battalion, FSSG As the
bui l dup of the landing force continues ashore and the beach
support area beconmes organized, nore deliberate nedica
establi shnents are required.




g. Eneny Prisoners of War (EPW and Civilian Encl osures.
It is essential that enclosures be prepared to handl e EPW and
civilians. Their | ocati on and construction S a
responsibility of the shore platoon of the shore party. These
two enclosures are separated from each other and from the
other CSS installations. they are |ocated within the BSA and
are of sufficient size to provide for the physical necessities
of the persons confi ned.

4. PRIORITIES OF WORK

The specific priorities of work are scenario dependent.
They will not be found in any formal doctrine publication. A
shore party officer should understand that priorities of work
are generic in nature, and that specific requirenments wll
change due to the unit’s mssion, concept of operations, or
terrain associated with a particular BSA Di scuss the
following priorities of work:

a. Advance Party Lands ad Establishes Local Security: The
advance party lands in the assault waves, reconnoiters the
beach, establishes |ocal security, and an advance conmand
post .

b. Establish center Beach, Right/Left Mrkers, and Lay M>
MAT: The advance party erects the right/left flank markers.
The command post is normally established in close proximty to
the center beach marker. Appropriate wheeled vehicles
unl oadi ng sites (MO MAT sites) can be determ ned at this tine.

C. Est abl i sh Communi cati ons:

(1) Erect 292 Antenna. Early placenment of a VHF 292

ant enna wi || provi de reliable | ong-range
communi cati ons between the shore party team and
sea based units. This will afford the shore party

team the opportunity to transmt the serials
| anded report quickly.

(2) Establish Local Nets, Lay Wre. Comunications
nets are established in accordance with the annex
K of your higher headquarters operation order.
Wre is laid between the comand post, beach
checkers, and supply dunps/installations. Wre



(3)

(4)

(5)

connect ed between the dunp sites and the
swi tchboard will reduce the VHF em ssion signature
within the BSA

Establish External Nets. This is acconplished
i mmedi ately by utilizing the guard chart in annex
K as a guide. Most external shore party traffic
is passed over the CSS request net. Ant ennas
shoul d be renmpte at this tine.

Submt Serials Landed Report. One of the first
tasks that shore platoon nenmbers acconplishes.
This report tells the higher headquarters what
serial s have | anded.

Submt Supply/DUMP Status Reports. This report
tells the higher headquarters exactly what is in
the supply dunps. This report is submtted upon
request or at specified tinme designated by the
hi gher headquarters.

d. Est abl i sh Debar kati on Markers:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Wheel ed Vehicles. The wheeled vehicle marker is
erected at the wheeled vehicles unloading site.
This may be one site or several depending on the
hydrographic of the beach. The shore party
of ficer should work closely with the beachnmaster
on the selection of this site. The site should be
placed as <close to the beach exit point as
possi bl e. This point is normally placed on the
beach flank opposite the tracked vehicle site.
Tracked vehicles will destroy MO NAT.

Tracked Vehicles. The tracked vehicles enbarkation
marker is placed at the tracked vehicle unload
site. Tracked vehicles should be restricted from
the wheeled vehicle site and the anphibious
assault fuel system (AAFS) site.

Class I, IIl, V. Class I, 111, and V debarkation
mar kers should be placed in close proximty to
their dunp sites. This wll reduce the tine
required to transport supplies from the beach to
the supply dunp. Class IIl and V should always be

pl aced on opposite flanks of the BSA.



e. Establish a Traffic Pattern within the BSA: A traffic
pattern should be established to support vehicle traffic fl ow
t hroughout the BSA. The traffic should either flow clock w se
or counterclockwi se direction within the BSA. This wll keep
traffic noving in one direction throughput the BSA.

f. Establish Traffic Control Points: Traffic control points
should be established at key points throughout the BSA.
Mlitary police or nenbers of the shore party platoon wll
assist in this task.

g. Establish Supply Issue Points: Supply issue points are
established in support of but separate from the main supply
dunps. This is a point distribution network where supported
units can pick up several classes of supply sinultaneously.
Supply issue points will reduce traffic within the BSA

h. | nprove Lateral Exits and Roads: This is an ongoing
process that is acconplished by nembers of the MHE pl at oon and
possi bly beach masters.

|. Establish Key Facilities:

(1) Beach Evacuation Station (BES). One of the first
facilities established for obvious reasons. The
BES is normally established in close proximty to
the shore party command post and helicopter sites.

(2) Landing Zones. Located throughout the BSA,
| anding zones normally support the evacuation of
casualties, the novenent of troops, or resupply of
certain classes of supplies.

(3) Mintenance and Salvage Areas. Located in close
proximty to the maintenance area. Here vehicles
and equi pment can be repaired.

(4) Motor Pool. Established within an area of the BSA
that offers ready access to lateral/exit roads,
natural cover and conceal nment.

(5) Engineer Equipnment Park. Located in a secure area
of the BSA that offers good cover and conceal nent.

(6) Messing Facility. Should be a central |ocation
separate fromtrash pits and head facilities.



(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

Billeting Area. A secure location that could be
either a single site, e.g., GP. tent or shelter
hal ves. Security is inmportant, guards or a fire
wat ch shoul d be post ed.

Vehicle Holding Area. Essentially a parking | ot
| ocated in close proximty to the dismunt point.
This facility restricts unnecessary vehicle entry
into the BSA. A small nmintenance facility could
be collocated with the vehicle hol ding area.

Supply Field Warehousing. A nore permanent supply
facility located within the BSA. It is generally
associated with the wunloading of the sea based
supply bl ock.

Marshaling Area. A troop staging area |ocated
within the BSA. The marshaling area should be
| ocated in a site that will not interfere wth
nor mal | andi ng  support oper ati ons. In sone
i nstances troops resident in the plan dependi ng on
t he duration of there stay.

Enenmy Prisoners of War and Civilian Encl osures.
Secure and separate from each other, and | ocated
in an isolated portion, but within the defense of
t he BSA. Mlitary police usually supervise these
facilities.

Continue with General |nprovenents.

(a) Posi ti ons: Def ensi ve positions are
continually i nproved.
(b) Berns: Facilities such as class Ill and V is

bermed as soon as possi bl e.

(c) Revetnents: Associated with natural terrain
supply dunmps and facilities should utilize
nat ur al revet ments whenever possi bl e.

| ncorporate hardened overhead cover whenever
possi bl e.

(d) Roads: Their expansion and inprovenent is an
ongoi ng process.



5. BSA OVERLAY.

The beach support overlay is used to portray in a condense
form a graphic picture of CSS wunit installations and
activities through the use of mlitary synbols. A listing of
mlitary overlay map synbols that can be included on a BSA
overlay can be seen in FMFM 31 P. 423 and in your Mlitary
Map Synbol SPI.

REFERENCES:

1. MCOWP 4-1, Logistics Operations
2. MW, 4-11, Tactical Level Logistics

3. MW 4-11.3, Transportation Operations



